Dodleston & District Parish Council

 Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 

Monday 12 January 2015 - 7.30pm Dodleston Village Hall

MINUTES

Chairman

Mike Maughan    
Vice Chairman

Paul Buchanan
Councillors
Chris Ward, Karen Tilston, Richard Ward, John Blythin   
Clerk
Kate Lloyd 
Also present: 
Members of the public
1.
Apologies for absence 


Cllr Mark Williams 


Cllr Mike Dix 


Cllr John Blythin – late 

i) Councillor Maughan advised there were items to be discussed which were not included on the agenda; 
Proposed permanent tree in Penfold Way, Parking at the School, and the Church Memorial idea.  These items 
will be discussed under Public Speaking time / correspondence.   

2.          Procedural matters

i) Declaration of interests
None.  
ii) To agree the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Meeting held on the 10 November 2014. 

RESOLVED:  The Chairman signed as a correct record, the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Meeting 
held on 10 November 2014.   
iii)
To agree the minutes of the Public Meeting held on the 4 December 2014.  RESOLVED: The 
Chairman signed as a correct record, the minutes of the Public Meeting held on 4 December 2014.  

3. 
Actions from last Meeting 


i)         Actions and matters arising from the ordinary meeting held on 10th November 2014 were discussed


	Item
	Action
	Responsible
	Update

	8ii Widening of Gate
	Letter to CWAC requesting widening of the gate between Castle Way and the DVF playing field (copy in DVF)
	The Clerk 
	The Clerk confirmed an email has been sent to CWAC and logged under ref: 2128672.  A Network Steward from CWAC will make an inspection and report back.  ACTION: Clerk to follow up 

	5iii Public Speaking Time

Speeding 
	Speed reduction survey to be reviewed and speed monitoring to be requested for Penfold Way

Speed awareness article in Local Life

Request to be made for PC Beverley / PSO to undertake period patrol in the area 
	Cllr Chris Ward 

Cllr Karen Tilston 

Cllr Karen Tilston 
	Cllr Chris Ward was absent at the previous meeting.  He will seek CWAC view on the issue of speeding and the possibility of a survey being undertaken.  ACTION: Cllr Chris to report findings at the next meeting.  The PSO has advised the issue relating to Penfold way is separate and will be dealt with by CWAC Highway. 

Speed awareness article included in Local Life

Cllr Tilston has raised concerns with Cheshire Police.  Due to the Local Police Office being on sick leave, this has been taken forward by the local PSO who has taken a proactive and more visible role outside the school.   

	6. Vacancy 
	Vacancy to be advertised following Councillor Parker’s resignation 
	The Clerk
	The Clerk advised the vacancy could not be advertised due restrictions caused by the forthcoming election (Implementation workshop and CWAC Briefing). However, the vacancy can be co-opted.  

Councillor Maughan confirmed the Parish Council has co-opted Richard Kitchin and extended a warm welcome.  Councillor Kitchin is a Governor at the Primary school. 

	10. Lengthsman Role Insurance 
	Insurance quotes to be obtained (Public Liability) 
	The Clerk
	Completed – Refer to item 9

	11.i Christmas Lights Installation

ii.  Article 
	Barlow’s to be instructed to carry out works for the electrical installations at The Church and Brick Road 

Christmas article to be included in the Winter edition of Local Life
	The Clerk
Cllr Karen Tilston
	Completed 
Completed 

	15. Repeat Prescription Programme
	Article to be included in the Winter edition of Local Life
	Cllr Karen Tilston
	Completed 

	20. Correspondence

vi Cheshire Fire and Rescue Consultation 

vii. Community Governance Review Workshop

viii Parish Review and Return

xii Request for cut back of trees
	Details issued to Councillors by email to be resent 
Representative of the Parish Council to attend the workshop

Review and return of documentation to CWAC

Request made to CWAC for trees adjacent to 26 Penfold to be cut back Way 
	The Clerk

The Clerk

Cllr Mike Maughan

Cllr Mike Dix
	Completed
Completed.  (Workshop 26 November 2014)

O/S
Completed – Councillor Mike advised the resident directly.  


4.
Monthly Police Report


The monthly Police Report is unavailable due to PC Sharon Beverly being on a period of absence.      

5.
Public Speaking Time

i
A resident asked for an update on the Poultry Shed Application. Councillor Maughan advised email updates are 
being sent to residents on the email list.  The Highways report has been received and the Consultee for the 
Council has raised concerns and stated that without suitable information being provided with supporting 
evidence the application cannot be accepted. The Environmental Consultee is also unable to support the 
application.  The Planning Officer will make a recommendation by 3 February 2015.  The Parish Council has 
requested that should the application be refused, delegated powers to refuse remain with the planning officer.  
Should it be approved, powers are delegated to the Planning Board.  


In the event the application is refused there is the possibility of a resubmission with amendment to access.
ii  
A resident asked if work could be undertaken on the field path as she found it too painful to walk on.

Councillor Maughan advised the path is bedding down and should improve over time.  The contractor will be 
approached to establish whether or not the path can be rolled over.

iii.
The Service / Transport resident representative raised three points relating to the Bus Service.  1. The Chester to 
Wrexham Bus via Dodleston.  2. The lack of bus shelter at Stop E in Foregate Street.  The shelter has been 
damaged and not replaced for over six months.  3.The New Bus Exchange at GorseStack.  The resident has been 
attempting to ascertain whether or not buses will pick up / drop off passengers in the city centre when the new 
exchange is operating.  The resident has taken this forward with MP Mosley.  The response included a letter 
from Steve Robinson Chief Executive of CWAC. The resident read out an extract from paragraph two “Buses 
will continue to be able to drop off / pick up passengers at a variety of points through out the city including 
Pepper Street, Foregate Street, The Railway Station, Gorsestacks and Northgate Street where there will be three 
dedicated stops”.  


Councillor Ward questioned whether the drop off and pick up may be the responsibility of the Bus Company
ACTION: Councillor Ward will investigate and report back at the next meeting.   
iv. A resident thanked the Parish Council for the work completed around the telephone box area and the excellent work undertaken by Peter Troughton.  The History Group is progressing with it work on a History Board.  

v. A resident proposed a war memorial for the village and read through a letter detailing research undertaken by

Dodleston Local History Group.  The group wish to investigate the possibility of a permanent memorial outside 
the Church and the Rector has agreed to this in principle.  The War Graves Commission will be approached 
for funding.  It is hoped the memorial would be in place by November 2018 to commemorate 100 years since 
Great War.  Councillor Maughan thought the memorial is a great idea although there maybe issues with the land 
and electrical / Gas mains.  There were suggestions on other possible locations and form the memorial should be 
in. Councillor Tilston suggested contact is made with Huntington Parish Council who have installed a memorial 
and may be able to help with the process.  There is a variety of grants available from the War Memorial Trust.   
Councillor Tilston volunteered to represent the Parish Council. ACTION: Councillor Tislton to arrange a 
follow up meeting with the History Group and Church.   

6.
Field Update

Councillor Maughan provided an update and confirmed maintenance work including levelling, planting and 
landscaping will continue until the summer.  There is planning for a small sports pavilion, Plans will be devised 
and costed and the Parish Council will look for grant funding. There is a plan for outdoor gym equipment.  A 
piece of land is being transferred to the Parish Council which will be used for vehicle access.  


Councillor Maughan confirmed life buoy equipment, safety signs for the pond, and dog fouling / waste dispenser 
have been installed.       
7. 
Parish Suggestion Box 

Councillor Maughan confirmed there have been no further suggestions since the last meeting.  

8.
Parish Council Roles and Update

Councillors reviewed areas of responsibilities and agreed the following:


Councillor Richard Kitchin 

School related activities 

Councillor Richard Ward  

Website/ facebook page


Councillor Tilston 


Local Life / History Memorial  


Councillor Chris Ward


Roads / Transport 


Councillor Mark Williams 

Public Transport


Councillors Buchanan 


Field / Planning / Personnel / Grant funding


Councillor Maughan 


Field / Personnel / and other adhoc activities 
.         
Councillors agreed the need to be proactive between meetings with reports being updated on the Parish Council
website. Councillor Buchanan suggested the environmental role vacated by Councillor Parker is not appointed to 
until after the elections in May 2015.  
 9.
Lengthsman Role – Insurance 

The Clerk confirmed three Public Liability quotes have been obtained; Frisby Insurance Group (£110.06), Axa 
(£118.01) and Zurich Municipal (£114.40).  The Clerk read through excesses and exemptions and recommended 
Zurich, being the best value for money.  RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to the Public Liability Insurance 
with Zurich Municipal. ACTION: Peter Troughton to complete the insurance forms and the clerk to reimburse 
for the costs.      


Councillor Maughan reviewed the lengthsman role and stated it is working well.  
10.
Local Life



Councillor Tilston confirmed emails will be sent requesting articles for the next edition.  Councillors agreed for 
an article on the proposed war memorial to be included in the next edition.  Positive feedback has 
been received 
on the new format of Local Life.  Councillor Buchanan suggested the colour of the magazine be changed on a 
quarterly basis with a local picture shown on the front page.    

ii. Councillors discussed the publishing costs of the Local Life and agreed further advertising is required to 
help reduce these.    

11.
Parish Council Surgery 


Councillors discussed the Parish Council Surgery dates and agreed the next one will be held on 7th February 
2015 outside the village shop.  This will be after the determination date of the Poultry Shed Planning 
Application.      

12.
The Church Car Park


Councillor Maughan provided an update and confirmed that Dodleston Village Foundation has agreed to share 
the costs on a 50/50 basis.  The Parish Council has met with the neighbouring properties and the only 
consideration requested is there is no increase in water flow and a sunken gulley is installed on both property 
perimeters.  A resident request the car park gate is not removed as it is fully operational and well maintained.  
RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to retain the car park gate.  


Resurfacing work will require planning permission with additional costs being incurred for this.  RESOLVED: 
Councillors agreed for planning permission to be sought.  ACTION: Councillor Buchanan and Councillor 
Maughan to take this forward.  Planning Consultant has stated there is likely to be Archdiocesan merit.    
     
13.
A483 Roadwork  


Councillor Maughan provided an update on the A483 Roadwork and confirmed updates are received and issued 
every three weeks. Work is progressing  

14.
Repeat Prescription Programme


Councillor Maughan confirmed an article has been included in Local Life and no responses received.  
Councillor Buchanan suggested an article be displayed in the practice.  ACTION: Councillor Maughan to 
speak with the Practice Manager.     
14 b.
Additional Items


Christmas Trees


Councillor Maughan advised the Parish Council purchases three Christmas trees each year.  There is the 
opportunity for a permanent tree to be planted at Penfold Way. Councillors considered size and cost of a tree.  
RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to the purchase and planting of a permanent Christmas tree in Penfold Way 
at a maximum cost of £600.  ACTION: Councillor Buchanan to contact Hawarden Estate.


Councillor Maughan advised that a note has been received from Ex Councillor Helen Evans thanking the Parish 
Council for the Christmas tree in Lower Kinnerton.   
      c. 
School Parking


Councillor Maughan raised an issue with parking around the school.  Cllr Kitchin advised this issue is raised 
at Governors meeting sporadically and is a Highways issue.  Cllr Buchanan expressed that parking outside of the 
school is inappropriate and should be reported to the Head teacher.  The Parish Council has sought the support 
of the PCSO.  ACTION: Cllr Kitchin to request notice in Head teacher’s newsletter.  Cllr Tilston to arrange for 
an article to be included in Local Life.      
15.
Planning Applications  


Cllr Buchanan read through the planning applications received since the last meeting.  An application by 
Meadows Food for a Bio Mass in place of a previous application has been submitted.  This is being managed by 
Berry’s.  The Parish Council has concerns in that precedence may be set.  However, the date to comment has 
passed.  

16.       Finance 


i To approve income and expenditure since the last meeting 

RESOLVED - All income and expenditure since the last meeting was approved.  

The Clerk provide details regarding the issue with the VAT relating to Wodehouse Direct invoice and 
confirmed the printers have been reprimanded by HMCR for not charging VAT.  The Clerk will adjust the next 
VAT return by £158.17 credit.  Councillors confirmed the unidentified income of £863 is from Sport 
England.   




ii. To agree the forecasted outturn year ended 31st March 2015. 


RESOLVED: Councillors agreed the forecasted outturn for year ended 31 March 2015. 

iii.  To agree the budget for the financial year 2015-16


RESOLVED: Councillors agreed the budget for the financial year 2015-16.  


iv) To agree the Parish Precept for the financial year 2015-16.  RESOLVED: Councillors approved the Parish 
Precept for the financial year 2015-16.  

v) Update on CWAC offer of funding for field


 The Clerk confirmed the application and supporting documentation has been submitted to the Department of 
Local Communities and Local Government for approval.  

vi) To approve the NALC pay award (2014- 2016)    


The Clerk advised Councillors on the agreed NALC pay award. RESOLVED: Councillors agreed the new rates
of pay from 1 January 2014 and the one off payment of £100 pro-rated (4/37).   
17.
Christmas Lights


i) Review of Issues with Installation and Payment due to Barlow’s


Councillors discussed the issues with the electrical apparatus installation at Lower Kinnerton and expressed their 
disappointment with the delays.  Councillors agreed the Parish Council is only willing to pay for the successful 
installation at the Church but not at Lower Kinnerton. RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to pay for the 
installation at the Church and for the installation charge at Lower Kinnerton to be waived.  ACTION: The 
Clerk to write to Barlow’s Electrical requesting the charge installation work in Lower Kinnerton is waived.  

ii) Completion of MPAN form (electricity supply)


The Clerk advised the MPAN form detailing the voltage and lights required completing.  Councillor Maughan 
offered to complete and return the form.  ACTION: Councillor Maughan to complete and return the MPAN.
18.  
Correspondence  

 
i. New Homes Bonus Community Funding 

The Clerk shared information relating the New Homes Bonus Community Funds 2014-15 and future 
indicative funding. Councillors confirmed the allocation for 2014/15 has been fully spent on enhancing 
community communication including revamping of Local Life, Parish Suggestion Box, Christmas Lighting and 
Lengthsman Services.  ACTION: The Clerk to complete and return the CWAC form confirming use of funds.

ii. Election / Nomination Workshop


The Clerk advised workshops will be held in February 2015 on the election / nomination process.  Councillors 
discussed attendance.  RESOLVED: Councillors agreed for the workshop to be attended by Councillor 
Maughan, Councillor Kitchin and The Clerk.  ACTION: Councillor Maughan, Councillor Kitchin and The 
Clerk to attend 
the workshop being held on 18 February 2015. 

iii)  School PTA Fund Raising Event
             Councillor Maughan advised he received correspondence from Dodleston Primary PTA requesting 
business sponsorship for their Race event.  Councillor Kitchin declared a pecuniary interest being a School 
Governor. Councillors discussed this and agreed to Parish Council Sponsorship of £50. RESOLVED: 
Councillors approved sponsorship of £50 to Dodleston School PTA race event.  
